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Are You Ready for Some BILLS Football?!

P.U.B.S. Back at Paddy’s for 2001 (Our 11th Year!)!

Replacement ref's; a new-look team; an abysmal pre-season; questions looming about Rob Johnson's durability and adaptability to the West Coast Offense; and lots of surprising, nay ASTONISHING personnel changes in the off-season (No Henry Jones?! Whassup with that?!!)!  Too, summer's not quite done, the weather's getting good again; the promise of a Mariners appearance in the World Series is in the air; the Ducks are looking pretty good; the Beav's are ... well, Fresno State is looking pretty good; another TV season is beginning, and Kelly, Tom, and Andy have got their fall wardrobes from Wal-Mart ready to roll!  MERE DISTRACTIONS!  We're Bills fans!  Only one thing is important this time of year!  And it doesn't matter if the QB is Rob Johnson, Gary Marangi, Jim Kelly, Alex ("the Pill") Van Pelt, Doug Flutie (who?), or Joe Ferguson!  ...or for that matter, whether someone else is wearing #20 this season!  If they're wearing red, white, and blue, with a charging buffalo on their helmets, WE'RE there!  Or at least HERE, at Paddy's, pulling for our team!

JOIN US THIS AGAIN THIS SEASON!
AND FOR THE HOME OPENER THIS SUNDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 9th, IN THE FRIENDLY CONFINES OF PADDY’S BAR AND GRILL!    Join your fellow PUBS fanatics!  Kickoff is 10:00 a.m. Get there early for a good table.  Take MAX in from the far reaches!  Join us for a great breakfast (Greg's got new menu items this year)!  For PUBS “newbies,” PADDY’S is at 65 SW Yamhill (at 1st Ave.).

This Sunday:

· All members will get a free Bills key chain!

· Those who ordered tickets to the Bills-Chargers game will be issued their tickets!

· Another great raffle, with some cool stuff, including an Eric Moulds jersey (HE'S still with us!)!

· An exciting game with the Bills taking on the team formerly known as "The Ain'ts", but which are a much improved franchise!

· A chance to see Gregg Williams and his staff show their stuff.  "What's this 4-3 thing?!  What's up with this West Coast 'O'?!"

PUBS WEBSITE!  (www.pdxbb.com)

Check out our new Portland United Bills Supporters Website! It's got PUBS news, incriminating pictures, the 2001 Bills schedule, information on upcoming games and other activities, and great links to other Bills sites.  The Website was put together by Rose Puskas, past President of the Southern California Bills Backers, who, with her husband Eric, also an ardent Bills (and Sabres) fan, are now residing in the Portland area... well, Scappoose, anyway!! The PUBS Website is drawing rave reviews, including from the Buffalo Bills.  Says Denny Lynch, Director of Archives for the Bills, " The site is great!  I am using it as a model for others to look at."  Have a look at it (often), and send Rose material, so we can beef up the site with your pictures, stories, and thoughts on the Buffalo Bills and their fans!  Also, hate mail about other teams (especially those of the seafood variety) is welcome!  Go NOW to www.pdxbb.com!

A Cool Article by Clark Judge about Gregg Williams, lifted from Fox Sports:

My Hero: New Bills Coach Isn't Afraid to Do What's Right

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. -- OK, I admit it. Gregg Williams is my hero. 

The Buffalo head coach hasn't won a game that counts. In fact, his team hasn't even played a game that counts. Yet he's already the early leader in my Coach of the Year voting, and I'll tell you why.  Because Gregg Williams cares about more than just himself. He cares about me and you and anyone else out there interested in watching his football team.  If you don't believe me, then you weren't around when Williams marked the opening of this summer's training camp by having his players to sign autographs after practice. When a handful of guys breezed past spectators and headed to the locker room, Williams intercepted them. What he had to say wouldn't make it into a family newspaper.  Two minutes later, they were scribbling their names. 

That's when I decided Gregg Williams is the best thing to happen to pro football since the Raiderettes. He isn't afraid to do what's right, even if it means having millionaires sign their names over and over. Some people think autographs are corny. Me? I have a couple of nephews who would disagree. I've seen their disappointment when they're stiffed for a signature, and I've tried to explain why it's tough to accommodate kids like them.  Gregg Williams is here to tell you it isn't.  He had his players -- all 80 of them -- standing at a fence to accommodate an estimated 4,500 spectators waiting outside the Bills' Rochester practice fields last month. The entire team did it six times. Rookies did it daily. They were following Williams' orders, and if they resisted, their new head coach made it clear there would be repercussions -- including fines and what Williams termed "uncomfortable attitudes." 

No one skipped class.  "I grew up eight miles from the Kansas City Chiefs' training camp when they had it in Libertyville, Missouri," said Williams. "I'd go up there two or three times every year and never got an autograph. That lasted with me." 

So did a trip to the Pro Bowl when Williams' son was rebuffed by one of the participating players. All right, that's polite. The guy lit into him. Williams was there and knows how courteous his son was. He also knows how discourteous the player was, and you can bet there were repercussions there, too.  "I went off," Williams said. "It's amazing that this game could revolve around the fact that someone would ask someone else to write his name. We even go to the point where I talked in a team meeting and said, 'You know, when I see you guys sign autographs, and I can't read your name, does that mean you're not proud of who you are?' People want to say that they saw you, talked to you, touched you. It's important to give back to the fans. 

"We should always stay in touch and in tune with them. Things like this give us a reality check. Kids are important. They're the fans of tomorrow. I've told our players that there's going to be a day when you're going to be wishing someone asked for your autograph. So, let's do it now. We owe them that."  Yipes. Hand me the Coach of the Year ballot now.   Of course, Williams won't be measured by how many signatures he or his team makes. It comes down to victories. Buffalo didn't win enough last year to make the playoffs, and most projections have them repeating that performance -- with the Bills usually mentioned as a fourth-place finisher in the AFC East. 

But that's OK. Give Gregg Williams time. Heck, the man already has a response from his players off the field. And Lord knows his defense in Tennessee responded to him on the field. But Buffalo doesn't have the players the Titans do, so there will have to be some patience. Sure, Williams can be tough, but he's reasonable, too. Like the third day of mini-camp, when defensive end Phil Hansen asked him why he'd go off and change a 3-4 defense that last year ranked third in the league. 

"Any idea who was first?" Williams asked.  It was Tennessee, and Gregg Williams was the its defensive coordinator.  "What can you say to that?" said Hansen. "You want to be the best. He has very high expectations, and when you achieve those expectations he pushes you even more. That's only going to make us better."  

Signing for autograph hounds won't improve Buffalo in the standings, but I think there's something here we all should understand. Gregg Williams is going to run the Bills much as Jeff Fisher -- a friend and mentor -- runs Tennessee, and there's a lot to Tennessee to like. Williams believes strongly in Fisher's organized and thoughtful approach; the way he keeps people informed and the way he behaves in front of an audience. But most of all, he believes Fisher has it right when he tells players never, ever, ever, to lose touch with family.   Sometimes, that can be someone else's family. Like the kids who clawed at the fences at Buffalo's training camp, waiting for players to sign their caps, shirts, programs, you name it. The Buffalo Bills weren't good about responding to Williams' overtures; they were great, with the team sometimes having to intervene so players weren't late for their next engagement. Already, Gregg Williams has had an impact. 

"There are some players today who think they don't have a responsibility and aren't role models, but they are," said Buffalo general manager Tom Donahoe. "They have a responsibility to give back to the fans, particularly the young fans. I think now that we done it our players realize how important it is to the people. It gives them a chance to say, 'Hello,' and to let people know much you appreciate them going to practice."   Players appreciating fans... now there's a novel concept. But it works in Buffalo. And it works because there's a new head coach who's decreed a lot of things -- including a new offense, new defense and open practices where there weren't any before. I like Gregg Williams, and I like him a lot. He was a good coach at Tennessee. He's a good man in Buffalo. Nobody gained a better response from his players this summer. Here's hoping it continues. 

Senior writer Clark Judge can be reached at his email address, cjudge@foxsports.com.
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2001 Membership Application

Portland United Bills Supporters (PUBS)

An official member of Bills Backers International

Name______________________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________


Phone:  Home____________ Work _____________ E-Mail____________________________

Dues are $10.00 per mailing address.  The money is used to buy half-time raffle items, fund our newsletter, pay our dues to Bills Backers International, etc.  PUBS members get a 2000 Team Photo (usually in November).  Please make checks payable to: "Andy Beecher/PUBS”.  Either give this with your dues to Andy or Tom Miller at a game or mail to Andy at:  1417 NW 176th Place, Beaverton, OR 97006






